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On the Difference and Confliction of the Water Rights System and the
Public Trust Doctrine of the United Sates
WANG Ling-bo

(College of Political Science and Law of Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 ,China)

Abstract: The water rights system of the United States include the riparian rights system, preemption system
and approval system. The public trust doctrine is mainly suitable for water resources. There are not only close
links , but also a significant difference between the water rights system and the public trust doctrine. If applied to
the full extent of their scope , would occupy the field of allocation of stream waters to the exclusion of any com-
peting system of legal thought. The water right of our country is the right of the concession which is obtained
through the examination and approval of the competent authorith. According to the public trust doctrine, it is
necessary to carry on the reasonable standard and the control for the right to use water resources in our coun-
try.

Key words: the public trust doctrine ;the water rights system ;difference and confliction ;balance wisdom
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