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On Levinas’Sublation of Traditional Ontology

PENG Feng

(The Department of Philosophy, Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488 ,China)

Abstract. While Levinas introduced Husserlian phenomenology and Heidegger's existential phenomenology ,

he also focused on critique and sublation of traditional ontology and proposed an ethical metaphysics that the

Other possesses the absolute priority. Levinas’sublation is presented and analyzed both historically and theoreti-

cally in this paper. The historical reason of this sublation is considered to be Levinas'strong concern on the Hu-

man'’s social and existential conditions,and deep philosophical reflection on the ideological root of Nazi's evil

during WW2. Theoretically ,the main aim of Levinas’critique is the same and the totality, then he tried to go

beyond ontology by orienting to the unrecoverable otherness. Levinas’thought has already lighted many con-

temporary French philosophers such as Derrida and Marion.

Key words: ontology ;the Same ;the Totality jthe otherness;the Other
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