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Mirror Images and Collage: Heterogeneous Spatial Expression
in Jia Zhangke's Films

HOU Zi-ran

(School of New Media, Financial & Economic News, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou 510520, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of spatial criticism, this paper explores heterogeneous spatial narrative in Director
Jia Zhangke's films and interprets how Jia Zhangke glues different heterogeneous spaces to each other through the
linkage of surreal elements, physical space, characters' actions, and multiple texts, thus breaking the unity of time,
space and plot, and presenting a diversified, divided, and paradoxical world of images. According to Foucault's theory
of heterogeneous space, spatial narrative in Jia Zhangke's films highlights the relationship between individual identity
and space in the process of modern society.

Keywords: heterotopia; Foucault; Jia Zhangke



