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Maternal Love and Growth: An Analysis on the Theme of

Toni Morrison’s A Mercy

LIU Jing

(English Department, Jilin International Studies University Changchun 130117, China)

Abstract: 4 Mercy is one of the novels written by Toni Morrison. It tells a story that a nameless black slave mother

begs a businessman named Jacob who came to collect debts to take her daughter away to offset part of the money

owed to him by the slave owner D’ ortega. On the surface, 4 Mercy tells a story about “selling daughter as a slave”,

but in fact, this novel contains the theme of maternal love and growth.

Keywords: Toni Morrison; A Mercy; maternal love; growth
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